
ISRAEL…  
MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS OF MY TOUR  

     By LTC Gary Andrejak, USAF(Ret) 

 It seems that hardly a day goes by when 

I don’t read or see news involving the Middle 

East and Israel.  In 2010, I was fortunate 

enough to be asked by Military Historical 

Tours, Inc. to lead a small group on a military 

history tour of Israel.  That amazing experi-

ence gave me an entirely new perspective re-

garding the land, the culture, the military his-

tory and the politics of that beautiful, but tur-

bulent part of the world.  The memories will 

remain with me forever. 

 I remember the clear, blue, cloudless 

skies…and the dry heat!  Not so much as a 

drop of rain falls on Jerusalem from May to 

September.  The scene is not unlike our South-

west in the height of summer… hot, sunny 

days and cool, clear evenings. 

 I remember a vast variety of cultures, 

thousands of years old.  Everywhere you turn 

you are reminded of just how ancient this 

place is!  Jerusalem is a maze of confusing, 

narrow, cobble-stoned streets crowded with people.  Oh, the history those old streets have wit-

nessed!  As you know, 

Jerusalem is considered a 

holy city by three of the 

world’s major reli-

gions…Judaism, Islam 

and Christianity.  I 

touched the “Wailing 

Wall,” all that remains of 

Herod’s Temple.  I have 

gazed upon the golden 

dome of the Temple 

Mount, the holiest site in 

Judaism but Christianity, 

Roman religion and     

Islam all blend around it.  

  

Two guys looking very sharp in MHT Ball caps! 

The “Wailing Wall” in the Old City Jerusalem 



 In Bethlehem I stood in the cave/

manger where Jesus was born and I visit-

ed Golgotha, where He was crucified.  I 

stood in the Jordan River where He was 

baptized, walked where He walked in 

Capernaum on the shores of Galilee, and 

visited the site of the Sermon on the 

Mount.  The feeling that I came away 

with after experiencing all these places is 

beyond words. 

 Of course, the main purpose of an 

MHT tour is obviously military history 

and what history there is here!!  I remember 

walking the ground of incredible military historical events going back some 3000 years!  In 

73BC Roman legions besieged Jew-

ish rebels in the ancient fortress of 

Masada.   I stared out from atop this 

1300’ plateau overlooking the Dead 

Sea and thought of the nearly 1000 

men, women and children who com-

mitted mass suicide rather than live 

under Roman rule. I visited the bat-

tlefields of more recent conflicts 

where the very existence of Israel 

hung in the balance…the Israeli War 

of Independence (1948), the Six-Day 

War (1967), the Yom Kippur War 

(1973) and the continuing crises in-

volving Lebanon and the Gaza Strip.  

 Our guide, “Rocky”, is an army veteran 

(All Israelis are military veterans!!) of the Yom 

Kippur War.  He credits his American Vietnam 

era body armor for saving his life in the Sinai.  

With him I was able to visit an outpost on the 

Lebanese frontier and talk with the young Is-

raelis on duty there.  I looked down from the 

1973 Syrian bunkers on the Golan Heights sur-

rounded by mine fields that are still “off lim-

its.”  

At Capernaum above the Sea of Galilee! 

Golgotha (Calvary) - Church of the Holy Sepulchre! 

Two Veterans bond, Gary Vietnam & Rocky Six Day War ! 



Aviators Trade: USAF Wings  

for Israeli Defense Force Wings! 

 I will always have a lasting 

memory of what could be termed 

“the politics” of the Middle East.  

The Israeli Defense Forces are in a 

constant state of readiness.  It is rou-

tine to see young Reservists, male 

and female, going about their daily 

lives armed with automatic weap-

ons...always ready, just in case.  

Bethlehem and the Church of the Na-

tivity are in one of the zones admin-

istered by the Palestinian Authority, 

the semi-official, self-governing Pal-

estinian body established in May 1994 with jurisdiction over certain areas of the West Bank 

and Gaza Strip.  Although these areas are all located within Israel, I saw them as essentially 

separate countries separated by barbed wire and in 

some heavily populated areas a 26 ft. high concrete 

wall.  Israelis, including Rocky are not allowed and 

I needed to show my passport before entering a se-

ries of turnstiles and one-way, single file cyclone-

fenced corridors.  This is what entering a prison 

must be like.  I was met by a Palestinian guide at 

the exit.  Incredibly, there are Palestinians who 

have never met an Israeli and vice-versa! 

  

 So, what stands out in my memory of my visit?   

1) The stark, beautiful desert terrain. 

2) The Wailing Wall.   

3) The Nativity and Golgotha.   

4)  Masada. 

5) The passion that the people have for the security of their 

country and the military sacrifices to maintain that security.  

6) The sad and tragic consequences of the ancient and on-

going bitter, political/cultural/religious struggle in this 

beautiful and sacred part of the world. 

MHT has designed an excellent tour, Israel Military & 

Cultural History (2 - 10 Nov 2015).  It is led by Col. P. J. 

Dermer, USA (Ret.), who as a former military attaché has a 

wealth of knowledge and experience in the region.   

Would I visit Israel again?  Yes, in a heartbeat! 

Once a Wolverine...Gary in Go Blue in Hebrew T-Shirt! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip

